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The Manitoba Wheelchair Sport Association (MWSA) is optimistic that 2012-2013 will be a very positive year.  The 
office has had staff changes as our Executive Director, Mandy Johnson went on maternity leave.  I recently joined 
the organization as the Interim Executive Director, and we have also hired a Program Coordinator, Ryan Van 
Berkel. 

The 2011/2012 season was a challenging one for wheelchair basketball in Manitoba.  Participant numbers dropped 
due to our change in focus; from competitive to grass-roots.  We have been working on changing that by heavily 
promoting our wheelchair basketball drop-in schedule, partnering with Basketball Manitoba, and, with support 
from Wheelchair Basketball Canada.  We also changed our focus from 5 on 5 to 3 on 3 in an attempt to rebuild our 
numbers and teach players about the fundamentals of the game, rather than immersing them immediately into a 
competitive environment.  Funding has also been a challenge as we currently rely heavily on grants in order to 
ensure we continue to offer programs at a grass-roots level. 

MWSA currently does not have an active coach, and we are in the process of recruiting one.  We must have a 
coach in place in order to begin the recruitment of a junior wheelchair basketball team that will represent 
Manitoba at the 2015 Canada Winter Games.    

MWSA had 2 wheelchair basketball athletes playing in Germany last season.  In April 2012, Bill Johnson, MWSA 
Wheelchair Basketball Coach was the recipient of the 2012 Manitoba Lotteries Male Coach of the Year and was 
also recognized as the 2012 Peter Williamson Coach of the Year (high Performance) at the 2012 Coaching 
Manitoba Excellence Awards.   

Manitoba was well represented at the London Paralympics.  Joey Johnson, 5-time Olympian won a gold medal with 
Canada’s men’s wheelchair basketball team, and, Bill Johnson was the Coach for Canada’s women’s wheelchair 
basketball team.   These members truly represent the spirit of our organization and are great ambassadors for the 
MWSA. 

The staff and Board of Directors at the MWSA would like to thank Wheelchair Basketball Canada for their ongoing 
commitment to the sport of wheelchair basketball, and for their continued support. 

Submitted by:  Angela Lloyd, Interim Executive Director 

 


